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Award:  
The Utah Department of Health awarded a $42,716 contract to Dr. Catherine Staes for 
the project “Opioid-related Interoperability Training and Research Questions.” Dr. Staes 
will develop and deliver two webinars, and help the Health Informatics Office identify 5 
to 10 key research questions that can be derived from a linked prescription drug 
monitoring program dataset. 
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In Other News: 
Dr. Sara Simonsen has been selected as a Family Planning Elevated Family Planning 
Specialist. In this role, she will receive advanced family training, and use this knowledge 
to provide contraceptive training to others, including online training via webinar or 
Project Echo, and in-person training within the region. 
 

Health Care Provider Recognition: 
 

“Dr. Sheila Deyette, I just wanted to follow up with you after our Zoom visit the other 
evening. First off, you need to know you are making a difference in this world. You have 
helped save a drowning soul, and I thank you! I know this will be a slow process but 
thanks for your back up! I did start a gratitude journal and of course my family was 
number 1 but you are in there. Thank you for your help!” 
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